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The majority of my activities over the past twenty-five years has been the production of travelogue 
style documentaries.  An important feature of these travelogues is to provide information as to the 
location of where the action takes place.  In the early days a route could be shown by displaying 
a map of the area and then crossfading to the map with the route  showing.   Although a technique 
which has it’s place today, the lack of movement was generally a limitation.  With the introduction 
of programmes such as Canopus Imaginate operating as a rostrum camera, pan and zoom 
became a reality.  Most modern editing programs now provide this facility.  Animation was virtually 
impossible.

And then came the most exciting programme—”Vasco da Gama” by Motion Studios.

What will it do?

The Pro version of the 
programme will accept a 
bitmap as a background. 
This can be anything, in my 
case it is normally a pre-
prepared map.  A route can 
now be plotted, each point 
along the route can be of 
two forms. The first is just a 
point that the route will 
pass. These points can be 
converted to a stop-over 
point, where control over 
the timing along the route 
is achieved. Other features 
can be changed at these points, the colour of the route line and also the ‘header’.  The header is 
the most fascinating facility, a range of 3D objects, cars, ships, trains, people, and inanimate 
objects which will lead the route.  Still objects can be placed along he route, pictures of the 

location being an obvious choice.

The current version of Vasco da 
Gama allows tracking flight 
routes around a globe format.

Finally the project is rendered to 
provide a file to load to your 
editing program’s timeline. 
Formats available include PAL 
or NTSC in Standard or High 
Definition.

To see what can be achieved 
with Vasco da Gama, I suggest 
a visit to Motion Studios website 
at:
www.motionstudios.de
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