Harrow Film Makers

News & Views
Autumn 2016 Edi on
Inside this issue:

Editor’s Message
Welcome to the Autumn Edi on of News & Views. The new
season got oﬀ to a ﬂying start with an entertaining evening provid‐
ed by Chris Sullivan, a local actor and ﬁlmmaker. This was quickly
followed with the Chairman’s Shield open category compe on,
with no less than 13 ﬁlms entered. Tommy provided a very detailed
cri que of the ﬁlms which you will ﬁnd later in this edi on. This
edi on of news and views is not as thick as in the past as we are
Richard Lawrence
now only mee ng every fortnight, however, if you feel like penning an ar cle for the next
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Over the summer break the projec on
team moved all of our equipment from the
Harrow Arts Centre to our new venue at the
Pinner Village Hall.
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Autumn Public Show

Our large projec on screen was re‐
installed in the new room.
Loudspeakers were purchased, mounted
on the wall, and wired to convenient outlets.
A storage cupboard was located and a
new locking system installed.
The whole system was tested prior to our
opening night of the new season on the 12th
September.
The works were masterminded by Geoﬀ
Foord assisted by Jim Ga and others.
Geoﬀ sourced the new loudspeakers and
liaised with the Hall Staﬀ to ensure the works
met with their approval.
Opening night was judged a success for
the new arrangements. Minor adjustments
to the sea ng, and posi oning of the projec‐
tor to op mise the viewing experience is
ongoing.

News & Views

Diary Note
The Remodelled Room with
New Loudspeakers & Screen

Many thanks to Geoﬀ and the team for
organising and implemen ng the new ar‐
rangements.
As a visitor from Po ers Bar Film Makers
said to me during the Pinner Plate compe ‐
on “the seats are very comfortable and the
environment is much nicer than your old
room at the Harrow Arts Centre”.
Please let us know of any small changes
that you feel will enhance our Club evenings.
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The ﬁrst mee ng of
2017 is on Monday 9th
January. This will be the
Chairman’s Surprise Even‐
ing. Put the date in your
diary now!

HFM On‐line
Check for the latest
News on our Web site:
www.HarrowFilmMakers.org.uk

Also on our Facebook page:
h p://www.facebook.com/
HarrowCineVideoSociety

Autumn 2016

An Evening with Chris Sullivan

by Richard Lawrence

On 12 September we were entertained by local ﬁlm
director, actor, writer, and musician Chris Sullivan.

The ‘Wags’

SoundZ
Chris introduced himself saying that he was going to
show us three pieces of his work which he had wri en,
directed, acted, and performed in.
The Scroll
Chris wrote, directed,
and starred in the short
ﬁlm 'The Scroll' in 1992.
This ﬁlm was set in the
Portobello market area of
London. It follows the trail
of a set of Jewish scrolls
The scroll is discovered
discovered on a market stall.
During the course of the ﬁlm the scrolls were bought, sold,
lost, re‐found, and sold for a frac on of their real value to an
American buyer.
The ﬁlm had good direc on and pace and was much ap‐
preciated by the members present. Brain Heard was par cu‐
larly complimentary commen ng, that it was the best ﬁlm
that he had seen at a Club evening for some me.
Chris said that he had wri en it as a pilot for a TV series
but unfortunately the idea was never taken up.
The Wag Song
This music video was
wri en and performed by
Chris.
The Wag Song, or
Heroes of Yesterday, was
wri en to celebrate a
reunion of Britain's Post
Oﬃce (the GPO) Motor Cy‐ Chris recording the ‘Wag Song’
cle Messengers reunion of which Chris was a member.
In the day they were called wags ‐ scallywags!

News & Views

SoundZ is centered on Stephen Morse who is a writer/
poet; he is also delusional. He needs to come oﬀ his medica‐
on because, he says, it interferes with his inspira on but
wants to do it with his doctor's 'blessing'. He knows he will
hear voices, during this me, but reckons if he doesn't go out
and spends all his me alone then he will know that the
'voices' will not be real ‐ but he starts to hear other noises,
one in par cular periodically bangs inside his head.

Morse hearing the ‘voices’ in his head

SoundZ is a one man experimental ﬁlm in the true sense
of the phrase ‐ literally.
Actor Chris wanted to see if he could do every job on a
ﬁlm, and this is what he did. There was no assistance on any
part of the ﬁlm apart from his wife holding the camera mini
tripod, steady, as he ran up a ﬂight of stairs and passed it to
his Wife.
Chris happily followed the screenings with a lively Q & A
session. A number of topics rela ng to his work were dis‐
cussed. Members raised a number of ques ons about his
experience of shoo ng a ﬁlm on a ght budget, and the
ensuing issues with post produc on.
All too soon it was me to wrap up, and Tommy provided
a vote of thanks and extended an invita on to Chris to join
us again in the future.
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Heath Robinson Museum Opening

by Judy Long

As we saw from Beverly’s ﬁlm “Heath Robinson Returns
to Pinner”, she has been very busy ﬁlming the genesis of the
new museum in Pinner Memorial Park.

trustees of West House and the Heath Robinson Trust, the
mayor Cllr Rekha Shah, the representa ve of the Heritage
Lo ery Fund, and ﬁnally Michael Rosen, who spoke about
the dedica on needed and the achievement of building this
museum. He awarded prizes to the winners of the children’s
compe on and then moved over to the Heath Robinson‐
esque contrap on, built by girls of St Helen’s school, which
was to be used for the oﬃcial opening.

In the rush and the crush it proved a li le diﬃcult to ﬁlm,
but hopefully we succeeded in ge ng footage of the whir‐
ring machinery, the moving balls, and the guillo ne which
ﬁnally fell to cut the ribbon.
Beverly & Judy ﬁlming 90 year old Minky Heath Robinson

For the grand opening on 15th October, she recruited the
help of 4 other members to record the momentous day,
namely Richard, Alan, Wallace and Judy, and they were busy
all day, from 10 in the morning un l almost 5pm.

Alan and Richard set up a mini‐studio in the corridor link‐
ing the new museum to West House, and there they spent
the morning ﬁlming for Veronica Chamberlain the museum’s
Marke ng and Fundraising manager, conduc ng 11 inter‐
views with people concerned with the building of the muse‐
um and the Heath Robinson collec ons. These included
Geoﬀrey Beare the Curator, and Stuart Hobley from the Her‐
itage Lo ery Fund.

Meanwhile the others were ﬁlming the Children’s Illus‐
tra on Exhibi on in the upstairs gallery in West House. Priz‐
es were awarded later by Michael Rosen to the winners in
various age categories. They also ﬁlmed VIPs arriving for
guided tours of the museum, the steel band providing enter‐
tainment, the crowds gathering and the build up to the
opening ceremony.

In me for the opening ceremony at 2pm Alan plugged
his sound recorder into the museum’s PA system to make
sure we got high quality sound, and three of us set up cam‐
eras on tripods at vantage points to catch footage of the
speakers and audience for the speeches. Speakers included

News & Views

A er the ceremony the queues formed to enter the mu‐
seum, and it was me for us to ﬁlm the crowds, the Morris
dancing, the steel band, the story‐telling, the VIP tea, the
museum shop, and the Ac vity Room of the museum, where
Michael Rosen was signing books, children were building up
a colourful collage and ar st Robert Duncan was demon‐
stra ng speed drawing.

Alan, Richard & Wallace

The a ernoon ended with the choir of Pinner High School.
The edi ng of all this footage is going to prove a mam‐
moth task for someone, but hopefully the Museum will get
some valuable ﬁlm of the occasion, and we will see some
entertaining ﬁlms.
I know I enjoyed a busy and fun day, and huge congratula‐
ons to Beverly for seeing this long project through to the
end.
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BIAFF Film Show

by Wallace Jacobs

No guest speakers, no technical experts to say the cor‐
rect way to do things, just a plain old‐fashioned ﬁlm night
looking at ﬁlms that had won diamond awards at BIAFF
2016 (Bri sh Interna onal Amateur Film Fes val).

However his great love was making ﬁlms. He had a vast
collec on of cameras and a couple of his best
achievements were to ﬁlm a play being performed at the
Canterbury fes val, no mean feat in 1937.
He also ﬁlmed the private railway on the Count
Zborowski Estate.

The ﬁrst one we saw was publicised as a comedy.

A Bargain?

The Count Zborowski Train
The potato is oﬀered for sale

Sydney Bligh was a pioneer ﬁlm maker and this ﬁlm is a
record of his achievements.

What were not told was that this was a Dutch ﬁlm with
sub‐ tles. The ﬁlm showed a bunch of con‐ar sts scoring
points oﬀ each other, and a potato bought by the ﬁrst
vic m for 20 Euros, ﬁnally, a er changing hands many
mes, being sold for 1800 Euros.

In the discussion a er the ﬁlm, there was cri cism
about the length of the railway scene which would have
beneﬁ ed by being shorter.

Turning Tables

A discussion was held by the audience and everyone
agreed that it was not par cularly funny.

Seeking Sydney

The Trainee and his Mentor

Photo of Sydney Bligh

The second ﬁlm shown was the story of Sydney Bligh, a
resident of Canterbury. The research for the ﬁlm was
carried o u t by his niece. Sydney had an Electrical Shop in
Canterbury and his great skills were shown by the
informa on about him. He built a radio when few people
knew what a radio was, and many other electrical wonders.

News & Views

Another ﬁlm shown was made by a young (age) ﬁlm
group. The scene was set in a restaurant the theme being
the development of a young trainee waiter and his ad‐
vancement in his training. Romance follows as he becomes
involved with the waitress whom the manager has deputed
to supervise his training.
The discussion f o l l o w i n g t h e ﬁ l m ’ s s h o w i n g
agreed t h a t they liked the ﬁlm, but had some cri cism
about the ﬁnal edi ng.
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Chairman’s Shield Open Compe

on 2016

There were thirteen ﬁlms to view on the ﬁrst Open
Category Compe on evening of 2016. These are my obser‐
va ons and you may not agree with me but that’s the way
art works (or the cookie crumbles). If you don’t like what is
here do not be discouraged! We have all produced ﬁlms that
were not universally liked. If you like your ﬁlm and your
family also like it you are winning.
Heath Robinson Returns to Pinner

Beverly Peter

This was a ﬁlm telling the story of the restora on of a
building to house a collec on of Heath Robinson’s work.
First of all, do not put details of what music was used in
the ﬁlm! There may be a copyright issue and the IAC licence
that covers members for copyrighted music s pulates this.

King’s Cross Property Prices
Flashback
Alan Colegrave

I am grouping together Alan’s ﬁlms instead of repea ng
some of the same comments for all three.
Alan’s ﬁlms are always to the highest technical standards.
Camera work, sound and edi ng is commendable. However
the ques on for ‘King’s Cross Property Prices’ is entertain‐
ment value, and in my opinion it is not quite there. ‘Flash
Back’ is a straight forward music ﬁlm. It is a kind of point and
shoot ﬁlm interspersed with some pre y leg shots. The ﬁlm
‘Two Words’ is interes ng. However, the ﬁght ac on was
imprecise and clearly showed that punches and kicks did not
connect. Another camera angle could have hidden it.
A Trip on a Steam Lorry

I remember, when word processing came available on a
desktop computer, we all received and sent le ers with 4 or
5 diﬀerent fonts used in the same le er. Next me chose a
simple font for the tle that is readable. Generally good cam‐
era work and informa ve close ups. Some mes ambient
sound of the steam fair would make the ﬁlm more inter‐
es ng. Again, the voiceover for the ﬁlm needs some careful
approach. The volume was far too variable and at mes
could not be heard clearly. Some mes, fewer words are
more, and the gaps could be ﬁlled with music and/or ambi‐
ent sound. Audiences o en forgive bad pictures but seldom
tolerate bad sound. So, pay a en on and make the
voiceover recording clearer.
Jewish Care Goes to the Olympic Park

This was a very informa ve ﬁlm; the content of the
voiceover was just adequate and not over elaborated. Good
camera work and clever use of old photos to make the point.
The produc on of the voiceover needs more a en on. At
places there was no ceable distor on (over modula on) of
the sound. There was also poor sound balance between
passages, especially volume diﬀerences between the inter‐
views and the presenter. Otherwise an enjoyable ﬁlm.

Two Words

by Tommy Kovacs

In general terms, a nice ﬁlm showing some re red folks
having a day on the boat going to Greenwich.
Good choice of music underscored by steady camera
work. It is a 10 minutes ﬁlm but it is entertaining and con‐
tains a modicum of informa on. What needs to be improved
upon is the content of the voiceover. The comments are too
terse and staccato like.
It is o en said by the professionals that there is no need
to say what is on the screen. We can all see it (there is the
Cu y Sark) but what is needed is some interes ng comment
that underscores the picture. For example: in the ﬁlm there
is a very short comment about St Paul followed by some
small details. It would be a lot be er to men on Christopher
Wren who spent X years building it and at the same me he
built Y number of other churches etc. There is a wealth of
encyclopaedic informa on available about all the items that
men oned in the ﬁlm in www.wikipedia.org . It is simple to
use and available free on the internet.
Boys’ Toys

Richard Lawrence

This is a ﬁlm recording a visit to a specialist exhibi on
showing cars generally priced over £100,000.

Ted Cogger

A lively ﬁlm showing events at a steam engine rally. This
ﬁlm shows an enormous improvement over Ted’s last work
shown to us. In this 15 minute produc on for the steam en‐
thusiasts there’s an 8 minute ﬁlm hiding.

News & Views

Wallace Jacobs

A Racing Bentley
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(Con nued on page 6)
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Chairman’s Shield Open Compe

on 2016

An entertaining and excellent ﬁlm. The sound side of the
produc on is faultless, underscored by appropriate ambient
sound and music. Camera work is steady, good close ups and
spacey cu ng made this ﬁlm very enjoyable.
Cha anooga

The less said is the be er. Obviously a hurriedly put
together ﬁlm.

Morocco

The ﬁlm itself is an interes ng experiment of exchanging
views between two invisible people. Perhaps one could de‐
scribe the conversa on in musical terms as “Contra‐punkt”
or counter point. The fast paced cu ng made this ﬁlm inter‐
es ng. Excellent camera work backed up by good close ups.
The only cri cism one can level at this produc on is cu ng
the conversa on too close. In reality it takes between 1 to
1.5 seconds between hearing and absorbing the meaning of
a sentence. The brain does not register meaning instantane‐
ously, and of course the older one gets the slower the reac‐
on will be. Otherwise an excellent produc on.
Judy Long

Anybody who ever tried to grow “Hostas” in the garden
sympathises with the sen ments of this ﬁlm. Slugs are the
worst pest one can have in one’s garden.

Norman Lewis

A lively ﬁlm shot at a rare sunny day at a fun fair in Can‐
ons Park.

Judy Long

From what I could make out, this was a ﬁlm of a walk in a
park and conversa on while some event happened.

A Very English War

Canons Park Fun Fair Day

It is a nice peaceful ﬁlm with excellent close ups and
meaningful commentary. The sound produc on is well bal‐
anced and commentary is interes ng, with suﬃcient details
and not over verbose. Some shots are a li le too long ,and
cu ng some of the shots shorter would make this ﬁlm really
pacey.

Tommy Kovacs

The Nearest We Get To

by Tommy Kovacs

Geoﬀ Foord

A lively travelogue about various loca ons that Geoﬀ and
party visited.

Marrakesh Market

In its en rety a good entertaining ﬁlm with balanced
sound, content and interes ng commentary. There is very
li le one could make recommenda on for improvements. In
some small parts of the ﬁlm the colour got a bit washed out,
probably due to the very bright sun light, that could have
been improved in post produc on. Perhaps with the use of
maps one could have made the loca ons more obvious to
the audience. Apart from that small point the ﬁlm is an ex‐
cellent eﬀort.

The winners, as judged by the members present, were as
follows:

Judy on the war path

This was a very nice short ﬁlm well photographed and
nicely edited. Less than a minute, but it said what it meant
to say.

News & Views

‐6‐

First:

Morocco

by Geoﬀ Foord

Second:

Boys’ Toys

by Richard Lawrence

Third:

A Very English War

by Judy long

Autumn 2016

Pinner Plate Compe

on

by Wallace Jacobs

Probably the most exci ng compe on of the year. This is
held annually between Harrow Film Makers and Po ers Bar
Film Makers . This year Harrow hosted the occasion. The
winner is the Club which produces the most ENTERTAINING
programme.
The Judge for the evening was professional ﬁlm maker
and ﬁlm editor John Luton. Each club should produce a
programme up to 40 minutes long.

Gold Leaf Service

Po ers Bar started the evening with their programme.
Under the Shadow

8:40

by Andrew Tweed

A very graphic ﬁlm shot in Nepal, dealing with the earth‐
quake in 2015. A memorable ﬁlm with stunning shots.
The Judge said very good coverage, great angles, and
good commentary.
A Small Thing

1:00

A Club Produc on

One scene, good comedy. The Judge said nicely done.
Tourist Tenerife

10:05

by John As n

The Judge said good quality, lots of work in the making of
it, good commentary.
1:00

A Club Produc on

A story about a convicted man being given a life sentence.
The Judge said a good idea, hard work and good camera an‐
gles.
Messing About on the River 3:00
by Ed Kinge
An old classic ﬁlm to music, very well done.
Railway Mania
13:05
by John As n
A second, John As n, classic ﬁlm. Quite a story about
early railway construc on in London. Many people killed in
its construc on, 20,000 people made homeless in central
London, and the whole episode a great overkill in planning
and spending and building.
The Judge said great wri ng, very good story, good edits
and clever use of s lls, and a great deal of research.
Next up was the Harrow Film Makers Selec on:

News & Views

2:38 by Richard Lawrence

Richard's wonderful journey in Canada aboard one of
Canada’s special observa on trains through the Rockies.
What a great trip, one of those ‘wish I was there’ occasions.
The Judge said a wonderful journey, very good cu ng and
great scenes.
Just a Simple Ques on or Not
2:08 by Alan Colegrave
One of Alan’s classics, two people and a dialogue with
deep meaning. The Judge said very good ﬁlming and good
cas ng.
All in One Place

The master ﬁlm maker showed his skills by ﬁrst giving us
a history lesson, and then a great tour of the Island and most
of its sights and its entertainment.

Going Down

Where is a Film Makers Paradise 6:04
by Beverly Peter
Set in Turin, Beverly visited the Film Museum great views
from the top of the building. Great use of the wonderful ma‐
terial available, and the end credits were excellent. The
Judge said very interes ng, good image sizing and par cular‐
ly liked the use of the clip from a Clint Eastwood ﬁlm.

3:00

by Jeﬀ Jessop

We saw all the animals from hippos, lions, giraﬀe, apes to
elephants. Animal lovers had a ball, so did everyone else. The
Judge said very good for shoo ng on the move and very good
music.
Cambodia

8:42

by Geoﬀ Ford

Great tour of Cambodia, star ng with the ‘Killing Fields’
and then taking us on a tour of the Country. One of those
ﬁlms that made you feel you must go there. The Judge said
good story, great images and a rich variety of material.
Boys’ Toys

6:00 by Richard Lawrence

The 2016 London Motor Show, good shots of vintage cars
from Britain and America, a lecture from Sir S rling Moss,
one of Britain’s greatest racing drivers. The Judge said very
good results from sta c cars, ﬁlm cleverly done.
A Very English War

00:53 by Judy Long

Serious or funny, a surprise ending. The Judge said very
funny and good macro photography.
The Judge said there had been a very good selec on of
ﬁlms and judged that the winners on the night, for best
entertainment, was Po ers Bar. He said it had been a very
close call, but felt that the level of research shown by PBFM
had just pped the balance.
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Filming the Secret Art Sale at West House

by Richard Lawrence

phone. We were able to get general coverage of the event
but not able to review any of the footage. I reviewed the
footage taken that night
and realized I needed to
return on Saturday to cap‐
ture people selec ng the
artwork they were going to
purchase, to record the
prizes, and people vo ng
for the People’s Choice
compe on. This was also a
‘spot the red dot’ occasion
to iden fy the pictures that
had been purchased.

Over 170 6”x 6” canvases were submi ed by 143 ar sts
and put on display at the Upstairs Gallery at West House,
Pinner Memorial Park over
the weekend of 5th and
6th November. All the can‐
vases were presented
anonymously for sale at the
same price of £40, with all
proceeds from the art‐
works sold going towards
the new Heath Robinson
Museum adjacent to West
House.

In addi on to the stunning display of
Art Sale in Progress
The ﬁnal prize giving was on the Sunday a ernoon with
pictures, the Secret Art Sale weekend featured a Silent Auc‐
purchasers only being able to collect their pain ngs from
on, a raﬄe and the opportunity for visitors to vote for their
4pm. A third visit to ﬁlm all this was undertaken by Judy
favourite canvas in The People’s Choice compe on.
Long.
We had been asked by Veronica Chamberlain if we could
ﬁlm the event for the West House Museum Trust.

Ruth interviews Deena D’Wala, the Sale Organiser

A signiﬁcant amount of ﬁlm was gathered, but no me, as
yet, to process it.

The Mayor inspec ng the artworks

On the Friday evening Geoﬀ Foord and I ﬁlmed the open‐
ing ceremony in the presence of Harrow’s Mayor. On this
occasion the event was a ended by invited guests and a
number of the contribu ng ar sts.
We were able, with the assistance of Ruth McNeil, to in‐
terview one of the contribu ng ar sts, the curator of the ex‐
hibi on Anne Kopka and Councillor Jean Lammiman who
opened the proceedings.
The loca on for ﬁlming was fairly tricky as the ligh ng was
poor and also a very noisy environment.
All camerawork was handheld using a monopod. A sepa‐
rate radio microphone and recorder was used for the inter‐
views. The camera was equipped with a Rode shotgun micro‐

News & Views

A sale is made!

Many thanks to Geoﬀ and Judy for stepping into the
breach and carrying out the ﬁlming with me.
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‘On My Mobile’ Compe

on

The ﬁrst of the new, ‘On my mobile’, compe
evenings was held on the 28 November.

by Richard Lawrence

on

This compe on is a new venture proposed by Jeﬀ
Jessup, the compe ons secretary, in an a empt to reﬂect
that mobile phones are increasingly being used for taking
pictures and ﬁlms.
The compe on is not part of the Chairman’s Shield se‐
ries, instead the winner receives the Heather Lee trophy.
It is no ceable now that sales of cameras and video cam‐
eras are steadily declining as the cameras in mobile phones
are increasing in performance and capability. The younger
genera on are almost exclusively using their phones for
taking pictures and ﬁlms.

West Cowes & The Royal Yacht Squadron

Four boys in a boat on Derwent water
This was a short ﬁlm of a family rowing boat ou ng on
Derwent water in the Lake District.

It was disappoin ng that this new compe on was so
poorly supported by the membership. My two ﬁlms, made
on my now aged iPhone 4S, were the only ones to be
entered.
Hopefully the two ﬁlms demonstrated what is achievable
when using a mobile phone to make a ﬁlm, and will
encourage other members to partake in this compe on in
the future.
Solent Passage

Pulling Hard!

This ﬁlm documented a sailing on the Red Funnel Line
from Southampton to East Cowes on the Isle of Wight.

Tommy gave his comments on the two ﬁlms before the
results were declared. He said he had been amazed by the
quality of the pictures, par cularly when projected on our
large screen. He was also impressed by the stability of the
pictures. Richard commented that some of the clips had
been stabilised in post produc on using the Mercalli
so ware.
He made the comment that the narra on during the ﬁlm
Solent Passage suﬀered, in a couple of instances, by refer‐
ring to objects on the screen which would be fairly obvious
to viewers. There were no comments on the second ﬁlm.

Our Red Funnel Ferry

Various landmarks were illustrated along the way,
including Fawley oil reﬁnery, Calshot Spit lifebuoy and The
Royal Yacht Squadron at Cowes.

News & Views

Jeﬀ now called for a show of hands as to which of the
two ﬁlms they would vote as the winner. Amongst the audi‐
ence an overwhelming majority considered ‘Solent Passage’
to be the best ﬁlm.
Jeﬀ congratulated Richard on winning the Heather Lee
trophy.
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Filming the Newsreel

by Judy Long

Whether it’s an event that must be ﬁlmed in one a er‐
noon, e.g. MayDay at the Barn, or, as is much more usual, it
involves mul ple visits, such as a year in the life of a Harrow
Rec; whether it involves a sleepless night for ﬁlming ‐ the St
Luke’s Midnight Walk; or just long days at the edi ng suite,
the job of producing the Annu‐
al Newsreel is both hard work
and rewarding.

The club has been produc‐
ing newsreels since the Coro‐
na on in 1953, and looking
back at the old ones, it is easy
to see how some things
change and some remain just
the same.

with the awards made to volunteers at the Harrow’s Heroes
ceremony. They are reless, enthusias c and selﬂess, and
our lives, and the newsreel, would be poorer without them.

There are sombre and thought
provoking occasions ‐ the
commemora ons for World
War 1 ‐ and there are joyful
ones ‐ the Hindu celebra on
of Rath Yatra ‐ and I have been
privileged to witness and
record these events.

I have been to and experi‐
enced events that I wouldn’t
have a ended without the mo‐
va on of having to ﬁll 20 minutes of newsreel, and have
met countless wonderful people trying to promote a sense
of community in the borough. I have a couple of things in
the can ready for the 2017 edi on, but am hoping for 2018
to hand over to a new editor. A er ﬁve years of my take on
the borough it will be me for a new perspec ve.

Rath Yatra

The Streamside Hor cultural Society’s show in 1953 was
an altogether larger aﬀair than the Hatch End H.S show this
year, but both socie es are s ll going strong. For a visitor
from the 1950s, the centre of Pinner of today is largely un‐
changed, but the Harrow town centre would be unrecog‐
nisable.

One theme running through all of the newsreels is the
role of volunteers in the local community.
I have ﬁlmed them restoring our heritage (the gantry on
Harrow on the Hill), and showing it oﬀ (Heritage Open Days).
I’ve ﬁlmed them maintaining tradi ons (May Day at the
Barn) and pursuing hobbies (hor cultural shows). They pro‐
vide services (Radio Harrow) and they raise money to bene‐
ﬁt others (St Luke’s Hospice events). They campaign (Save
Finally, based on my years of experience, I would oﬀer a
couple of pieces of advice to anyone in the queue to take
over:
Anything organised by volunteers will be far more en‐
joyable, be er organised, and photogenic than something
organised and trumpeted by Harrow Council.
Don’t forget to switch on your mic.
our Northwood) and they provide entertainment for us all,
(fairs and pantos). They promote Arts and Cra s (Pinner Arts
Week and Open Studios) and their own work is celebrated
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LYNDP—HFM to Take Part—Stop Press!!!

by Aivar Kaulins

We have been invited to par cipate in next year's London
New Year's Day Parade to help publicise both the London
Borough of Harrow and our Club.

A er edi ng, the ﬁnalised ﬁlm will be screened as the
highlight of our "Spring Public Movie Show" in Pinner Village
Hall, Chapel Lane car park, Pinner on April 27, 2017.

A decorated ﬂoat with the theme of "Magic of the Mov‐
ies" will show a ﬁlm crew at work, acted out by our
members.

The Mayor Opens the 2016 Parade

In charge of the opera on will be Alan Colegrave, who
will also be ﬁlming from the ﬂoat.

See you there.

Other club members will be on the ground at various lo‐
ca ons ﬁlming the passing parade.

Autumn Public Show

by Richard Lawrence
A er the Interval the following ﬁlms were shown:

Tuesday, 27 October was the Harrow Film Makers public
ﬁlm show this year in conjunc on with Pinner arts week.
A slightly larger than average audience sat down to enjoy
a varied programme of ﬁlms which had been selected Jeﬀ
Jessup and his subcommi ee.
The selected program was:

A great ﬁlm selec on. It was unfortunate that gremlins
beset the projec on team on this evening. Star ng with the
voice ‘s ck’, as Tommy called his microphone, not working
and then a failure for some ﬁlms to start correctly. However,
due credit to the team, all ﬁlms were shown and appreciated
by the audience.
Let us hope for a show free of technical issues next me
which will be the Spring Movie Show on Thursday 27th April.
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